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Hagerstown Bank 1866) 250,00U 250,000}Hagerstown William HeyserjElie Beatty 
Elkton Bank of Maryland 1810} 300,000} 110,000: Elkton James Sewell (Phil. Harding 
enue Bank of Al- |i 919) 200,000| 107,975|Cumberland _|DavidShriver, j.|Mathew Wallace 
Farmers’ Bank of Somer- 7 ae an eee 

sek od Weteedion 6 1812} 200,000] 132,705/Snow-Hill John C. Handy |J. D. Duffield 
Conococheague Bank 1814) 250,000) 157,500)Williamsport {John Buchanan |Samuel A. Chew 
Bank of Caroline 1814) 200,000} 103,045/Denton Wm. Hughlett |/Thos. Culbreth 
Bank of Somerset 1814; 200,000} 200,000:Princess Ann jL. Dennis John Henderson 
Havre de Grace Bank 1815} 300,000) 134,205/Havre de Grace|M. Pringle 'A. J. Thomas 
‘Bank of Westminster —— {1816} 300,000) 54,735)Westminster Jesse Slingluff |Jobn Walsh 
sea compane de {1814 500,000 Port Deposite \John Archer _ |8. Clendenin 
bunk company.4 | 








—— | 


- | 
NAMES OF BANKS. = Capital, Amount} Located at Presidents. Cashiers. 

S 5 paid in. 
Bank of Maryland 1790) 300,000} 300,000] Baltiniore [James Carey {Robert Wilson 
Bank of Baltimore 1795)1,200,000) 1,122,906 : : {William WilsonJJames Cox 
Uriion Bank of Maryland = |1804)3,000,000/2,018,35v : : Henry Payson |R.Higginbothom 
Mechanics’ Bank of Balt. |1807|1,000,900} 625,475 : : James Mosher {John Brice 
Fer ang é 1810}1,000,000} 483,200 Isaac BurnestonjGeo. T. Dunbar | 
Farmers’ and Merchants’ , . " 
) Bank of Baltimore. ¢ 1810} 500,000} 465,000 Wm. Grahame |John Duer 
Franklin Bank of Baltimoye/1810} 600,000) 415,000} : =: {Philip Moore |Jas. L. Hawkins 
Mariné Bank of Baltimore {1810} 600,C00} 235,000 : - $Hez. Waters [Jacob Bier 
City Bank of Baltimore 1813]1,300,000 858,760 ' ‘ S Hollingsworthames Sterett 
United States—branch i817 : : J. A. Buchanan J. W. M‘Coilloh | 
Farmers’ Bank of Maryl’d*}1804/1,000,000) 752,745) Annapolis 








REMARK&. 
The banks of Maryland are generally in pretty good repute---and the notes of them all, 
except those of the bank of Somersett, may be passed off at their par value in the common 
transactions of life at Baltimore, though all do not pay specie, and of course are not received 
on deposits in the Baltimore banks. ‘Those of Somersett have no fixed value in the money- 
market. ‘fhe last time I enquired about them, the brokers would not take them at 35 per 
eent. discount. ‘They are out of circulation; but a change in the president and directors of 
the bank has been made, and it is thought by some that the notes of the institution will be 
ultimately paid. For ourselves, however, we will not receive them. 
The amount of the banking capital in Maryland, paid in, is $8,206,595. 





*The Farmers’ bank of Maryland has branches at Fredericktown and Baston. 

This bank has a branch at Salisbury. 

+This 1s more properly a bridge than a banking company. Its nominal capital is 500,000 dollars, 
but we are not informed of the amount paid in, and its notes have on the face of them “redeemable 
at the office, Baltimore,”—but they seldom are redeemed, and have less value in the money-market 
than any others issued in Maryland, those of the bank of Somersett excepted. By a supplement, pas- 
sed on the 19th January, 1815, entitled “a supplement to the act entitled an act to incorporate a 
company for the purpose of building a bridge over the river Susquebannah, near Rock run,” in the 
third section it is provided, That it shall and may be lawful for the president and directors of the 


Susquehannal bridge and bank company to yse the surplus funds, after building the bridge, &e. 282 
banking company. 
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Political When 
NAMES. Editors. Location.. [Size of sheet] character | published. 
{American Dobbin, Murphy & Bose | Baltimore {mperial |Republican} Daily 
Federal Gazette William Gwynn e : : : {Federal : : 
Federal Republican |Allen, Edes & Co. : : : : : aKv's 
Patriot Isaac Munroe : : : : |Republicanf :~ : 
{Weekly Register H. Niles : : super-royal ‘" Weekly 
Maryland Gazette* {Jonas Green Annapolis : : {Federal : : 
Maryland Republican |J. Chandler : : : :  {Republican|semi-weekly 
Examiner S. Barnes Fredericktown ie é Weekly 
Herald . P. Thompson ¢ ogi’ ss federal eres 
Republican Gazette |Bartgis & Burke ae. : [Republican 
Star of Federalism Charles Sower 2 es >: |Federal 
Herald Thomas Grieves Hagerstown : |Republican 
Torch Light ———— Stull : : |Federal 
Alleghany Freeman |F. A. Wise Cumberland : {Republican 
Alleghany Federalist* : 
. {Observer George Keatinge Westminster | Medium /{Republicanj .— : 
Easton Gazette A. Graham Easton super-royal |Federal : : 
ytepublican Siar ———s{T. P. Smith : 2 :  {Republica: : : 








*This is the oldest paper ih the state. 
#This paper, I have heard, has been recently disc 


ontinued. 








Financial Prosperity. 

It is truly gratifying to the American to 
centrast the situation of the United States and 
of the several states, with the condition of 
things that exists in the foreign countries with 
which we are best acquainted, and to whose 
“ancient and venerable institutions,” (as the 
kingcraft and priestcraft that abound in them 
have been ludicrously called) some are accus- 
tomed to look for example and comparison. 
We do not know of any nation in Europe whose 
receipts are equal to its expenditure; though, in 
the most of them, the very last mite that the 
people can spare from the cost of keeping soul 
and body together is calculated and exacted, 
to support the governing power—and gratify 
the lusts of drunken, ideotical princes and 
strumpet-women of “quality.” 


several states to the respective legislatures, 
evince the same financial prosperity. Money- 
matters are hardly mentioned in any of them, 
except to tell the representatives of the people, 
that there is an abundance—and to recommend 
that they should appropriate it freely to ob- 
jects of public utility; roads, bridges and canals 
and seminaries of learning. 

Now, ought these things to pass without 
grateful remark? Should we not pause and 
reflect on the causes fiem whence such bless- 
ings flow, and bend the heart before that Being 
who has suficred those causes to be? It is not 
the part of a republican to exult in his prospe- 
rity over the miseries of others—his liberty 
tree is for the political healing of nations, and 
all men are invited to repose under its shade; 
for itis there that Peace and Plenty have fixed 





How differently are we conditioned? The! 
presiderit, in his late message, recommends 
the abolition of the internal taxes, and yet the 
secretary of the treasury seems doubtful as to 
the manner in which he may apply a surplus 
yevenue to the best advantage—seeing that 
there cannot be any regular demand for it, 
that the public debt is above par, and_ that the 
public creditors cannot be compelled to re- 
ceive their money for several years to come, 
&c. But it is probable “something may turn 
up” to relieve us of this burthen! 

The messages* from the governors of the 


*These messages are generally very interesting 
for their correct reasonings and truly republican 
simplicity. But on this occasion—on publishing the 
Jast message that we ever expect to receive from 
Simon Snyder, the practical patriot chief of the 
great state of Pennsylvania for the last nine years— 





their abode and all the Virtues flourish—be- 
cause man supports the dignity that belongs to 
his creation after God’s own image, and re- 
spect is tendered only to superior intelligence 
and goodness: no kissing of the bloated hands 
of kingly debauchees, or licking of the feet of 
pampered priests—the sceptre is broken, and 
the mitre rent; but civil order reigns and | 
Religion has her honest votaries. but still, 
when we see the arts practised by the tools of 
these oppressors of their brethren, and with 
astonishment find that there are advocates for 
their monstrous principles in our happy coun- 
try—it is rightful that the republican, standing 
on the eminence of his own independencey 
should point the finger of truth to the glorious 
fruits of Liberty, and contrast them with the 
read it with many mixed and delighiful emotionss 
and beg leave to recommend its perusal to afl who 











ve May, perkaps, be permitted ta say, that we have 


leve the republic. [See supp. last number. | 
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miseries that follow the train of aristocracy---| perfectly aware that nothing like this is contem. 


to stimulate the zeal and strengthen the love 
of the friends of his system, whilst he confuses 
and discomfits the enemies of the rights of 


man. And his soul is in harmony, when round 
the festive board he proudly sings--- 


Here doth freedom bless the land— 
Here doth peace her boughs expand, 
And plenty crown the social board— 
Whilst love and friendship kindly meet, 
To make our happiness complete. 
Nor shall infamous tyrants rear 
The standard of oppression here— 
We know no Lorp, save him in heaven, 
No power but what consent has given. 
Firm—united—still we'll be, 
Rallying round our liberty— 
As a band of brothers joined, 
Peace, with safety, we shall find. 








Internal Improvement. 
IMPORTANT DOCUMENT. 

IReport, in part, of the committee of the house of represen- 
tatives of the United States, on so much of the presi- 
dent’s message as relates to roads, canals, and 
seminaries of learning. 

pEcEMBER 15, 1817. 

Read and committed to a committee of the whole 

house on Friday next. 

Tux committee, to whom were referred so much 
of the president’s message as relates to roads, 
canals, and seminaries of learning, respectfully 
report, in part that they have taken into considera- 
tion the subject referred to them, and bestowed 
on it that attention to which, by its importance, 
it is so eminently entitled. Involving, as it is sup- 
posed, a great constitutional question on the one 
hand, and intimately connected, on the other, with 


lated by the executive branch of the government 

they presume the house of representatives will 
scrupulously avoid a course, which may be cong 
strued into a dereliction of their privileges. They 
deem it, therefore, not improper to offer some con- 
siderations upon the question of the constitutional 
powers of the general government to pass laws for 
the improvement and construction of roads and 
canals, with the consent of the states. 

As it is obvious, however, that these several sub- 


foundations, and that one of these may be within 
the sphere of the constitutional powers of congress, 
whilst the others may belong exclusively to the 
states, it is proposed to treat them separately, and 
the subject of the improvement and construction 
of public roads, which appears to your committee 
most clearly to be reducible to the powers vested 
in the general government, will be first taken into 
consideration. 7 ) 

An accurate attention to the real points of differ- 
ence on this subject will greatly contribute to frea, 
the controversy from unimportant and irrelevant 
considerations. ‘To attain this, we have only to 
|compare what is manifestly admitted on the one 
‘hand, with what is claimed and contended for on 
the other. 

The laws of antecedent congresses, approved by 
isticcessive executive magistrates, and the acts of 
|the executive magistrates themselves, will he 
iresorted to, as affording evidence of what may be 
jregarded as conceded to be within the powers 


of the general government. ‘The commendable 
| jealousy which they have manifested of all encroach- 
| ments on state power, and their scrupulous adher- 
ence to the most rigid principles of construction, 
in the interpretation of the constitution, affords 
a sure guarantee, that more has not been admitted 


than may fairly be assumed to be within the pro- 








the improvement, the prosperity, the union, and 

v:e happiness of the Uni'ed States, it presents the| 
fairest claims to candid and diligent investigation. | 
Nor is it without additional interest from the | 
division of opinion to which it has heretofore given | 
rise between the «xecutive and legislative branches | 
of the government: a difference, which in the in- 
dulgence of the rights of free opinion, will be still 
found to exist between the sentiments promulgated 
in the message of the president, and those which 
wili be advanced by your committee in this report; 
nor do they conceive, that the expression in the 
messagre of the president of an opinion unfavorable 
to the cgnsiitutional powers of the general govern- 
ment slfould be permitted to have any influence on 
the disposition of congress to legislate on this in- 
teresting subjeet. For, if the constitutional ma- 
jority of the two houses should differ with the 
executive department, the opinion of the latter, 
however respectable, must yield to such an ex- 
pression of ¢heir will. On the other hand, if from 
deference to an opinion promulgated in an execu- 
tive communication, congress should refrain from‘ 
entering upon the consideration of a question in- 
volving constitutional doctrine, it might happen, 
that the opinion of the president would prevent 
the enaction of a law, even though there should 
be the constitutional majority of two-thirds of both 
houses in its favor. Thus, by the introduction of 
such a practice, the presidential veto would ac 

quire a force unknown to the constitution, and the 
legislative body would he shorn of its powers from 
a want of confidence in its strength, or from indis- 
position to exert it. Whilst your com:iittee are 








visions of that instrument. Taking, then, the acts 
of both of the legislative and executive branches 
of the government for our guide, we shall find it 
clearly admitted that there are some cases at least, 
in which the general government possesses the con- 
stitutional privilege of constructing and improving 
roads through the several states. 

Tius, by the act of the 29th of March, 1806 
confirmed, amended and enlarged by subsequent 
acts, a road was directed to be laid out and con-~- 
structed from Cumberland, in the state of Mary- 
land, to the state of Ohio, upon obtaining the-con- 
sent of the states through which it should pass, 
The fund provided for this noble undertaking, was 
to consist of the proceeds of the sales of certain 
lands, the property of the United States, in the 
state of Ohio; so that this act furnishes the double 
admission, that “roads may be laid out by con. 
gress through the several states, with then con- 
sent;” and that the expenses of constructing such 
roads may constiutionally be defrayed out of the 
funds of the United Stetes. Theact was approved 
by the president in office, in 1806, and other acts 
confirming, amending and enlarging it, were pass- 
ed by subsequent legislatures, in the years 1819, 
1811, and 1815, and approved by the president, in 
office, at those periods: nay, more, the three last 
acts contained appropriations to the amount of 
219,000 dollars, payable out of any moneys in the 
ireasury, but reimbursable out ef the Ohio fund—a 
fund which might or might not prove adequate, and 
whieh, in point of fact, is believed hitherto to have 
been insufficient. 


Similar to thts act in some ef its previniortes Md 


jects of legislation do not rest upon the same ' 
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analogous in prieciple, are the acts of April 21st, ; 
1806, and of the 3d of March, 1817, authorizing 
roads to be opened from Nashville and Reynolds- 
burg, in the state of Tennessee, to different points 
in the Mississippi territory. But these acts go 
still further than the former, in omitting to require 
the previous consent of the state of Tennessee, through 
‘whose territories a part of the roads was to pass, 
and in directing the expenses of making them to 
be defrayed out of the public treasury of the Unit- 


confers: where it is not proposed to act, except 
with the assent of the party which is to be affected; 
where the measure is more calculated to encrease 
the opulence and the power of the state, than to 
agerandize the union at its expense, it might fairly 
be contended that a less rigorous construction of 
the constitution would be justifiable. - It is neither 
unprecedented or impreper to construe the same 
instrument, liberally, where the interests of the 
contracting parties will be thereby promoted, and 
to adhere to a greater strictness Where injury may 





ed States, without providing for its reimbursement, 
in sny manner whatsoever. 

But lest the influence to be derived from these 
adinissions should be deemed to be weakened by 
the consideration that the collision of opinion on 
the constitutional question has arisen since the 
passage of those jaws, your committee will beg 
Jeave to refer to the date of the last act above- 


arise to either by an interpretation too latitudinous. 
; That the powers in question areneither dangerous 
‘in their tendencies, or calculated to prove injurious 
to the states, would seer fairly inferrable from the 
recommendation to amend the constitution, and 
from the importance so justly attached to these ob- 
jects on all hands. 





mentioned, and to certain transactions of a date 
subsequent to the important and well remembered 
difference of opinion between the executive and 
legislature, at the last session of congress. Since 
that period, they have satisfactory information that 





a road has been directed by the executive of the 
United States to be improved, at the expense of 
the yeneral government, and doubtless for military 
purgoses. ‘his road is laid out from Plattsburg, or 
his vicinity, in the state of New-York, to Sackett’s | 
Harbor, in the same state. | 

it is presymed, that it is to be constructed at; 
the expense of the general government, and it is. 
undersiaod that the previous assent of the state has 
not been procured. 

From this act, therefore, of the executive branch 
of the government, emanating from that source at 
a late date, it would seem fxir to infer, that the 
constitution is admitted to have ‘conferred upon 
the general. government a power, im some cuses, to} 
make roads, and to defray the expense of their con-| 
struction out of the funds of the United States. 
Aud as the power is not denied in all cases, your 
committee will attempt to shew that congress has 
the power, 

1, ‘Vo lay out, construct, and improve post roads 
through the several states, with the assent of the 
respective states. And, 

2. ‘To open, construct, and improve military roads, 
through the several states, with the assent of the 
respeciive states. 

3. To cut canals through the several states, with 
their assent, for promoting and giving security to 
internal commerce, and for the more safe and 
economuical transportation of military stores, &e. 
in tune of war; leaving, in all these cases, the 
jurisdictional right over the soil in the respective 
s ates. 

In examining the soundness of these positions, 
your cemmittee will not find it necessary to resort 
to what is called a liberal construction of the con- 
stitution. They might, indeed, contend, that as 
the powers here attributed to the United States 
are not in derogation of state rights, (since they 
can only be exercised by their assent) there is less 
reason for adhering to extreme rigor of construc- 
tion. Where the authority claimed by the general 
goverament is oppressive in its character, or dan- 

erous in its tendencies; where it is asserted with- 
out deference to state assent, and in derogation of 
state power: where it is calculated to aggrandize 
the union, and to depress its members, there may 
be some reason for holding the representatives of 
the nation to the “letter of their authority.” But 
where the power sought to be exercised is bene- 








But your committee, nevertheless, do not con- 
ceive it necessary to cali to their aid the liberal 
principles of construction which the oceasion might 
justify. They disavow any use of the general phrase 
in the constitution to provide for the common de- 
fence and general welfare, as applicable to the 
enumeration of powers, or as extending the power 
of congress beyond the specified powers; and they 
admit that to support their positions, it must ap- 
pear that the powers contended for are expressly 
granted, or that they are both “necessary and pro- 
per” for carrying into execution some other express 
power. 

That congress, with the assent of the states, re- 

spectively, may construct and improve their post 

roads, under the power “to establish post offices 

and post roads,” seems to be manifest both from 

the nature of things, and from analogous construc- 

tions of the constitution. It has been contended, 

indeed, that the word establish, in this clause of the 

instrument, comprehends nothing more than a mere 

designation of post roads. But if this be irue, the 
important powers conferred on the general govern- 
met, in relation to the post office, might be render. 
ed ina great measure inefficient and impracticable. 
in some states a power is vested in the inferior 
tribunals or county courts, to discontinue roads at 
their discretion; a post road designated by congress 
might thus be discontinued, to the great emburass- 
ment of the pos: office establishment. If the power 
Lo establish confers only the authority to designate, 
congress can have no right either to keep a ferry 
over a deep and rapid river, fur the transportation 
of the mails, or to compel the owners of a ferry to 
perform that service; and yet our laws contain an 
act, acquiesced in for more than twenty years, im- 
posing penalties on ferrymen for detaining the mail 
and on other persons for retarding or obstructing 
its passage. It would be difficult to discover how 
this power of imposing penalties can be supported, 
either as an original or accessary power except up- 
on principles of more liberal construction than 
those now advanced. ‘There are, therefore, not a 
few who believe that, under the authority to “‘esta- 
blish’? post roads, congress have express power te 
lay out, construct, and improve roads for the trans- 
portation of the mails. : ‘ 

But, however this may be, the authority which 
is conferred by the constitution to make all laws 
which shail be “‘necessary and proper” for carrying 
into execution the enumerated powers, is believed 
to vest in the general government all the me.ns, 
which are essential to the complete enjoyment . f 
the privilege of “establishing post offices a d 
post roads.” Evén without this clause of the con- 





ficent in its cfleets, and enly felt in the blessing it 





| stitution the same principle wogjd have applied 























NILES? REGISTER—DECEMBER 27, 


1817--INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT:. 285. 








aE 





a = a an 








to its construction; since, according to commen un- 
‘derstanding the grant of a power implies a grant of 
whatever is necessary to its enjoyment. — 

Taking these principles for our guide, it may be 
asked if under the narrow rules of construction 
contended for, the right of transporting the mails 
would not be held entirely at the will of the states 
respestively; on the other hand, if the United States 
have the privilege of establishing post roads, and 
are under the corresponding obligation of trans- 
porting the mails, is it not essential to the per- 
formance of this duty and to the enjoyment of this 
power, that they should have the right (with the 
assent of the respective states) to throw bridges 
over deep and rapid streams, to remove embarras- 
sing and dangerous obstructions m the roads which 
they have the privilege of using, to level moun. 
tains which impede the velocity of transportation, 
and to render passable the morasses whith intersect 
the roads through various parts of the union? Can 
it be supposed, that the convention, in conferring 
the power and imposing the duty of transporting 
the mails, (in its nature a matter of national concern) 
intended to vest in congress the mere authority to 
comes the roads ever which it should be car 
ried? Can it be denied, that the right to render 
a road passable is ‘“‘necessary”’ to the enjoyment of 
the privilege of transporting the mails: or can it 
be denied that such improvement, with the assent 
of the siates, s “proper?” And, if "necessary and 
proper,” is it not justified as an incidental power ? 

It is indeed from the operation of these words, 
‘necessary and proper,” in the clause of the con- 
stitution, which grants accessary powers, that the 
“assent of the respective states” is conceived to be 
a pre-requisite to the unprovement even of post 
roads. For, however “necessary”? such improve- 
ment might be, it might be questioned how far an 
interference with the state jurisdiction over its soil, 
against its will, might be “proper.” Nor is this 
instance of ap imperfect right in the general go- 
vernment without an analogy in the coastitution— 
the power of exercising jurisdiction over forts, ma- 
gazines, arsenals and dock yards depending upon 
a previous purchase by the United States, with the 
consent of the state. 

Admitting, then, that the constitution, confers 
only a right of way, and that the rights of soil, and 
jurisdiction remain exclusively with the states re- 
spectively, yet there seems no sound objection to 
the improvement of roads with their assent. For if, 
by the 10th amendment, this right is reserved ¢. 
the states, it is within the power of the state to 
grant it, unless the United States are incapable of 
receiving such a privilege. But by various acts of 
the government, whose validity has never been 
questioned, it appears to possess not merely the 
power of receiving so unimportant a privilege as 
this, but of acquiring territory ad libitum. The 
acquisition of Louisiana, one of the happiest events 
of our political history, evinces the power of this 
government to acquire territory by treaty from fo- 
reign nations. The cession of thenorth west terri- 
tory by Virginia, shews that, under the strict prin- 
ciples of the old confederation, which had so few 
features of nationality, the United States were 
deemed to have the power of acquiring lands even 
from the states of the confederacy. The Georgia 
cession, completed about the year 1802, is finally 


7 wr . 


itself by the acquisition of territories, can the infe. 
rior privilege be denied them. of receiving from a 
state the right of making or repairing the roacls over 
which they are compelled to transport the mails 
through the union? Br th, 

Moreover, it seems to be admitted that the Unit. 

ed States have, have since the Georgia cession, a 
constitutional right to make and repair roads in the, 
ceded territory. If then, by the transfer of the ter- 
ritory, Georgia coald give, and the United States 
receive, the right to make roads within it, itis dif- 
ficult to imagine a substantial objection tothe va. 
lidity of a grant to make a road, without a transfer of, 
the territory. 
2. Your committee conceive that the general 
rovernment has the power of making and opening 
military roads with the assent of the respective states, 
with a view to the common defence of the nation. 

The power of opening a road during aetual hos- 
tilities, for the purpose of transporting military 
stores, and marcbing troops to points that are me- 
naced, has never yet been called in question. In 
truth, without such a power the U. States must full 
a prey to foreign enemies: so that it scems fiir to 
assume, that, whenever a military road becomes 
necessary for the national safety, it is in the power 
of the general government to construct it. Of this 
necessity, that government can be the only judge; 
and if the power of judging of this necessity be in 
them, the constitutional power to act must of course 
be conceded. In the exercise of this diseretion, a 
very general sentiment at present prevails in fevor 
of preparations during peace for a state of war. 
And if the power of judging when it is necessary 
be‘admitted, the constitutional right to do it at any 
time must be allowed. 

I: is not proposed to enter upon the delicate in- 
quiry whether this right can be exercised by the 
general government, without the assent of the re- 
spective states through whose territories a road is 
constructed, in time of peace, with a view to mili- 
tary operations in any future wars. Leaving this 
question for discussion whenever the occasion muy 
call it forth, your committee are content, in this re- 
port, to assert the right to exercise this “necessa- 
ry” power with the assent of the States. 
| Having taken this cursory view of the principles 
of che constitution, in relation to the construction 
of roads by the United States, it may not be unim- 
portant to examine what has been the practice under 
its provisions. The laWs of the union and the acts 
of the executive branch of the government, thouzh 
they cannot be relied on to support acknowie.leed 
error, may safely be referred to in aicl of our mqui- 
ries as to the proper construction of the constitu- 
tion. ; 

Amongst the most conspicuous of the analogies 
afforded by the acts of congress is the establish. 
ment of the Cumberland road already mentioned. 
This road has beén constructed under the anthority 
of the United States, with their funds, and througn 
several ef the states, with their assent: [t has re. 
ceived the sanetion of several distinct representa- 
tive bodies, and of two presidents of the United 
States. In short, if precedent alone were wantiig, 
this act would furnish it. 

Passing over the road from Nashville to Natchez, 
and the road from Reynoldsburg to a part of the 
late territory of Mississippi, directed by an act of the 


decisive of the practical and undisputed exercise} last session of congress, both of whic! afford pre- 


of a power in the general government to receive a 
cessioy of territory from any member in the canfed- 
eracy, under the present constitution. But if the 
general government have the power to aggrandize 


cedents no less strong, we coms ts the military 
road lately directed by the execntive authority to 
be constructed, from Plattsburgh or its vicinity, te 


Sackett’s Harbor. This road is not to be construet 
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ed with any éxpress assent of the state, through 
which it passes, nor by the authoirty of congress, 
but the president has deemed it necessary as a mi- 
litary road, and has ordered it to be made accord- | 
ingly; a measure, the advantages of which are un- 
derstood to be so palpable, as to have given great 
satisfaction in the country where the road is made. 
Hence, however, the question results, whether the 
exercise of this power by the president is not an 
express admission of the right of the general go- 
vernment to open military roads even in time of 
profound pesce, when they are believed to be ne- 
cessary: and, if the power of judging of this neces 
sity is possessed by the executive, it cannot, it is 


would seem that no doubt could remain of the 
right of applying our revenues to those purposes, 
lf indeed the power was denied to the general go- 
vernment of constucting roads and canals them- 
selves, a question might still arise, whether it had 
not power to appropriate part of the revenue “to 
aid in the construction of roads and canals by the 
states.” 

There is perhaps no part of the constitution more 
unlimited than that which relates to the application 
of the revenues which are to be raised under its 
authority. The power is given ‘to lay and callect 
taxes, to pay the debts and provide for the common 
defence and general welfare of the United States:”” 


presumed, be denied. to the yet more important land though it be readily admitted that as this clause 


organ of the nation’s will—the legislature of the 
wiion. 

3. Astocanals. It will not be necessary to reca- 
pitulate the arguments already use:l on the subject 
of roads, some of which will be found strongly ap- 
plicable to canals. It may suffice to add, that the 
power to make canals and rozds, for the promotion 
and safety of internal commerce between tiie several 
states, may jusily be considered as not jess incide:- 
tal to the regulation of internal commerce, than 
many of the powers exercised under the authority 


is only intended to designate the objects for which 
revenue is to be raised, it cannot be construed to 
extend the specified powers of congress, yet it would 
be difficult to reconcile either the generality of the 
expression, or the course of administration under 
it, with the idea that congress has not a discretion- 
ary power over its expenditures, limited only by 
their application “to the common defence and gene- 
rai welfare.” 

A few of the very great variety of instances, in 
which the revenues of the United States have been 





to regulate foreign commerce are accesoary to tha: 
power. The embarrassments of the nation during! 
war, from the want of good roads and canals, both | 
in relation to trade and the transportation of cannon 
and military stores, tiave been too recently and sen- 
sibly felt to be forgotten. Vested with the power 
of making war, the constitution could never have 
intended the general government should make if 
under such disadvantages. If there be any part of 
that instrument which demands a liberal construc- 
tion, it is that which confers on the federal govern-; 
ment the power of making war, and the duty of 
protecting the union from foreign hostility. With 
a navy yet insufficient to ensure the safe convey. 
ance, coastwise, of troops, of implements of war 
and military stores, and destined to contend with 
an enemy whose command of the sea enadles thein 
to assail, in rapid succession, the most distant po- 
sitions, we have been compelled, from the want of 
an internal water COMmunication, to encounter the 
most wasteful extravagance in the transportation of 
the means of defence. From the same cause, the 
internal trade between the states has been, during 
war, trammelled and embarrassed, and even cnt off; 
and the productions of one portion of the commu- 
nity have rotted on their hands, while distant parts 
of the United States were suffering for the want of 
$hem. , 
' It is true that the wants of the union cannot con 

fer power under the constitution; but they may 
justly be touched upon as affording aid in its con- 
struction. They must have been clearly foreseen, 
and must have been supposed to be provided for. 
If the power to carry on war implies “the necessa- 
ry and proper” means of conducting it to a safe and 
prosperous issue, and if, without the use of thes: 

means, the burdens, and the privations and the mi- 
series of war, are to be indefinitely intreased, and 
its issue (ilways doubtful) rendered yet. more pre 

carious and unprosperous, are we not justified i: 

prestiming thesé means to have been contemplate: 

as being vested in the general governmeni? are w: 

not justified in asserting this “necessary” power-- 


applied to the objects not fulliag within the speci- 
fied powers of congress, or those which may be re- 
garded as incidental to them, will best iltustrate 
this remark. 

Thus, it can scarcely be conceived, that, if con- 
strued with rigor, the constitution has conferred 
the power to purchase a library, either specifically, 
or as a “necessary” incident to legislation. Still 
less, perhaps, can the pious services of a chaplain, 
or the purchase of expensive paintings, for orna- 
menting the hall of session, or various other expen- 
ditures of similar character, be considered as **ne- 
cessary” incidents to the power of making laws.— 
Yet, to these and to similar objects have the funds 
of the United States been freely applied, at every 
successive s*ssion of congress, without a question 
as to the constitutionality of the application. 

It would be yet more difficult to reduce under 
the specific or accessary powers of congress, the li- 
beral donation to the wretched sufferers of Vene- 
zuelz, or the employment of our revenues in the 
useful and interesting enterprise to the Pacific. | 

The bounties allowed for the encouragement of. 
the fisheries form ano'her expenditure, that does 
not fail under any of the powers granted by the 
constitution. Nor could ii fairly be considered as 
inferrable from the powers granted upon the strict 
principles sometimes contended for. ‘The same ob- 
jections would apply to actual bounties, paid to 
manufacturers for their encouragement and to the 
indirect encouragement given to them, and which 
operates as a bounty to one class of the communi- 
ty, and as a tax upon the rest. ‘These and a varie- 
ty of other appropriations can only be justified up- 
ou the principle, that the general clause iti ques- 
tion has vested in congress ‘a discretionary power 
to use for the “general welfare”. the funds which 
they are authorised to raise. 

Nor is there any danger that such a power will 
be abused, while the vigor of representative respon- 
sibility remains unimpared. [It is on this princi- 
ple that the framers of the constitution mainly re- 
tied for the protection of the public purse. It was 





the power of constructing roads and canals at leas 
with the ussevt of the stutes. © 

If your commi ‘tee jiave not erred in attributing ‘ 
congress a constiiu‘ional power to make roads au 


|}: y would be so great. 


i safe reliance. It was manifest that there was no 
cher subject on which representative responsibili- 
On the other hand, while 
‘us principle was calculated to prevent abuses in 





Canals either as an original or accessary power, 1: 


the appropriations of public money, it was equally 
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necessary to give at extensive discretion to the le- 
gislative body in the disposition of the revenues; 
since no human foresight could discern, nor human 
industry enumerate, the infinite variety of purposes 
to which the public money might advantageously | 
and legitimately be applied. The attempt would 
have been to legislate, not to frame a constitution; to 
foresee and provide specifically for the wants of 
future generations, not to frame a rule of conduct 
for the legislative body. Hence proceeds the use 
ofthis general phrase in relation to the purposes to 
which the revenues may be applied; whilst the fra- 
4mers of the instrument, in the clause which con- 
cludes the enumeration of powers, scrupulously avoid 
the use of so comptehensive an expression, and 
confine themselves to the grant of such incidental } 
power as might be both “necessary and proper” to 
the exercise of the specified powers. 

Nor is it conceived, that this construction of the } 
constitution is calculated to give that unlimited 
extent to the powers of the federal government, 
which by some seems to have been apprehended. 
There is a distinction between the power to appro. 
priate money for a purpose and a power to do the 
act for which it is appropriated: and if so, the an- 
thority to appropriate money “for the general wel- 
fare”? does not by fair construction exiend the spe- 
tified or incidental powers of government. Thus,‘ia 
the case under consideration, if the power to make 
aroad or dig a canal is not given,the power of appro- 
priating money cannot confer it,however generally 
at may be expressed. If there were no other limi- 
tation, the rights of the respective states, over 
their soil and territory, would operate as a restric- 
tion. 

Whilst this appears to be a safe as well as fair 
construction of the constitution, it is also that 
which has been practically given to it since the 
origin of the government. Of this, the instances 
already mentioned furnish some evidence, and it is 
apprehended that, upon the rigid principles of con- 
struction, asserted both in regard to the enumera- 
tion of powers and the appropriation of revenue, 
the acts of the federal government, including all 
its branches, will exhibit a continued series of vio- 
Jations of the constitution, from the first session 
after its adoption, to the present day. 


It would behove us to turn over the statute book | 


and deliberately examine, how, upon these prin- 
ciples, the laws giving bounties to fishermen, en- 
couraging manufactures, establishing trading hous- 
es with the Indians, erecting and constructing 
beacons, piers, and light houses, purchasing libra- 
ries, adorning with paintings the chamber of con- 
gress, giving charity to suffering foreigners, con- 
structing roads through the different states, and 
establishing banks, can be reconciled to the pro- 
visions of the constitution. If as has been remark- 
ed by high authority,* the constitutional question 
ean be “precluded by repeated recognitions, under 
varied circumstances of the validity” of the exer- 
cise of power by congress, “in acts of the legis- 
Jative, executive, and judicial branches of the go- 
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the several states, with the assent of the stutes,on such. 
terms as may be agreed on, leaving the jurisdictional 
rights in the states respectively.—To these and 
other national improvements, which may be found 
to be within the constitutional powers of the govern- 
ment, they think it advisable that the interest of 
the government in the bank of the United States 
should be appropriated. They forbear to give great- 
er length to this report, by enlarging on the im- 
portant advantages to be derived from these na- 
tional improvements. They also forbear at this 
time to offer the details of any plan upon the sub- 
ject, presuming it most proper to obtain the sense 
of the House of Representatives, in the first instance, 
on the general proposition. For this purpose they 
respectfully submit the following resolution: | 

‘Resolved, That in order to promote and give 
security to the internal commerce ameng the se- 
veral states; to facilitate the safe and expeditious 
transportation of the mails, by the improvement of 
post roads, with the assent of the respective states; 
to render more easy and less expensive, the means 
and provisions necessary, for the common defence, 
by the construction of military roads, with the like 
assent of the respective states, and for such other 
internal improvements as may be within the consti- 
tutional powers of the general government, it is ex- 
pedient that the sum to be paid to the United States, 
by the 20th section of the act to incorporate the 
subscribers to the bank of the United States and the 
dividends which shall arise from their shares in its 
capital stock, be constituted as a fund for interna} 
improvement. : 








| Galvezton and Amelia. 
OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Selections from the documents transmitted to the house 
of representatives of the United Siates by the presi- 
dent. 

We have been induced, in order to present at 
one view, and in a more condensed shape, not 


+ being able to publish them at large, the substance 


of the information contained in the presidential 
message, to make a selection of the papers, and pub- 
lish such only as particularly cast new light on tie 
subject. No paper is believed to be omitted, how? 
ever, which is material to a correct view of the sub- 
ject. 

We have arranged them, as their contents natu- 
rally suggest, into two heads: Ist of Galvezton; and 
2d. of Amelia Island: prefacing the whole with a 
‘list of aJl the papers, extracts, &c. which aceompa- 
nied the report of the secretary of state. Vut. Ant 





Papers communicated with the report from the depart 
ment of state, of December 13, 1817, to the presie 
dent. 

Extract of aletter from Natchitoches, Louisiana, 
to a gentleman in the city of Washington, commu, 
| nicated to the department of state, dated February 

4, 1817, 

















vernment, accompanied by indications, in different 
modes, of a concurrence of the general will of the 
nation,” the advocates for these powers in the 
general government can find little difficulty in sup- 
porting the pretension. 

From all these considerations, your committee sub- 
mit as their opinion, that congress has the constitu- 
tional power to construct roads and canals through 





*The message of the president, in 1814, return. 
fag the bank bill of that year, 


Extracts of two letters from Robert M. Harrison, 
esq. consul at St. Thomas, to the secretary of state, 
| dated April 20th, and May 3Qth, 1817. 
| The secretary of the treasury to the secretary of 
state, dated November 21, 1817, communicating 
Extracts of a letter to him from Beverly Chew, 
esq. collector of the customs, New-Orleans, dated 
August 1, 1817. 
Letter—same to same, dated August 30, 1817, 
Same to same, dated October 17, 1817. 


Affidavit of Beverly Chew, dated 6th October, 











| 1817, in relation ta libels, before the district court of _ 
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the United States, for Louisiana, vs. cargoes of Ju- 
ana, Eliza, Carmelite, and Diana. 

The same vs. ninety boxes of sugar. 

The same vs. sundry goods, &c. &c. part of the 
schooner Mount Vernon’s cargo. 

Petiiion of Beverly Chew to Judge Hall. 

Additional testimony, in sundry cases, pending in 
the United States’ district court, Louisiana vs. sun- 
dry vessels and cargoes from Galvezton. 

Extract ofa letter from Mr M’Iatosh'to Mr. Craw: 
ford, secretary of the treasury, dated October 30, 
1817. 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Clark, collector of 
the customs at St Mary’s, dated November 1, 1817. 

Extract of a letter from licutenant commandant 
B. V. Hoffman, to captain Charles Morris, dated 
Janusry 18, 1817. 

Extract of a letter from captain Morris to the 
secretary of the navy, dated frigate Congress, off the 
Balize, March 4, 1817. 

Captain Daniel ‘T. Patterson to the secretary of 
the navy, dated New Orleans, August 4, 1817, com- 
municating 

Memorial of the merchants of New-Orleans, of 
28th July, 1817. 

Protest of William B. Cox, late mate of the 
American brig Charles, at New-Orleans, 25th July, 

817. 
Protest of captain Lewis Dequemenil de Morant, 
at New-Orieans, 28th Jaiy, 1917. 

Same of Jean Baptiste Revarde, same place and 
date. 

Deposition of Lanusse, owner of the brig Charles 
of New Orleans, to Jn. Ble. Revarde, owner of the 
brig Pomona, and Louis Dequemenil de Morant, 
owner of the brig Freelove, at New-Orleans, 28th 
July, 1817. 

Translation of a protest of Casimer Rieto, captain 
of the American brig Carlos, against the privateer 
Congresso, June 30, 1817. 

Extract of a letter from captain Charles Morris, 
United States’ frigate Congress, off the Balize, dat- 
ed June 10, 1817, to the secretary of the navy. 

Extract of a letter from lieutenant commandant 
John Porter, dated United States’ brig Boxer, off 
the Balize, June 28, 1817, to the secretary of the 
navy. 

Extract of a letter from coramodore D. T. Patter- 
son to secretary of navy, dated New-Orleans, July 
28, 1817. 

Extract of a letter from the deputy collector of 
the port of New York, to captain Samuel Evans, dat- 
ed September 8, 1817. 

Extract ofa letter from captain John H. Elton to 
secretary of navy dated September 26, 1817, on 
board United States’ brig Saranac, Cumberland 
sound 

Extracts from the same to the same, dated Octo- 
ber 10, 1817. 

_ Extract, same to same, dated October 19, 1817. 

Extract, same to same, Cumberland Island, No- 
cember 15, 1817, communicating 

Copy of a letter from him to———dAury, com- 
manding at Fernandina, dated United States? bri 
Saranac, Cumbeiland Island, November 3, 1817. 

Same to the same, dated brig Saranac, Cumber- 

land sound, November 9, 1817. 
Four letters trom Aury to captain Elton, 





dated at Fernandina, November 4th, 9th, 11th, and 
12th, 1817. 

Extract of a letter from Thomas Waine, esq. pur- 
ser on board tine United States’ brig Saranac, dated 
St. Mary’s river, September 27, 1517, to Benjamin 


” = 


A. G. Villeret to captain John H. Elton, dated 
Fernandina, November 4, 1817. 
Register of the proceedings at Galvezton—trang- 

lation, 15th April, 1317. 

OF GALVEZTON. 

Extracts of a letter from Beverly Chew, esq. collector 
at New-Orleans, te Mr. Crawford, secretary of the 
treasury, dated : : 

COLLECTOR’S GFFICE, 
New-Orleans, August 1, 1817, 

“As it is your wish that every attempt to evade 
the provisions of the existing laws should be com- 
municated to the department, accompanied by susg- 
gestions of the measures nesessary to repress the 
evil, I deem it my duty to state, that the most 
shameful violations of the slave act, as well as our 
revenue laws continue to be practised, with impu- 
nity, by a motley mixture of freebooters and smug- 
glers, at Galvezton, under the Mexican flag; and 
being, in reality, little else than the re-establish- 
ment of the Barrataria band, removed some- 
what more out of the reach of justice; and unless 
the officers of the customs are provided with 
more effectual means for the enforcement of the 
laws, the treasury must suffer incalculably. To 
give you a more correct idea of this establishment, 
it will be necessary to be a little prolix, which [ 
beg you will excuse. Galvezton is a small island 
or sand bar, situate in the bay of St. Barnard, on the 
coast of Texas, about ninety miles west of the Sa- 
bine, within the jurisdictional limits claimed by the 

United States, in virtue of the cession of Louisiana 

to them, by France. The establishment was recent- 

ly made there by a commodore Aury, with a few 

small schooners from Aux Cayes, manned in a 

great measure, with refugees from Barrataria, and 

mulattoes. ‘his establishment was reinforced by 

a few more men from different points of the coast 

of Louisiana, the most efficient part of them being 

principally mariners, (Frenchmen or Italians,) who 
have been hanging loose upon society in and about 

New-Orleans, in greater or smaller numbers ever 

since the breaking up the establishment at Barra- 

taria. Colonel Perry commanded one party, of 
about eighty or ninety men, of this new community, 
who had been enlisted principally as soldiers with- 

in our jurisdiction; and Mr. Herarra, coming with a 

few followers from New.Orleans, brought up the 

rear, and then announced the establishment to the 
world, by a proclamation, attested by a Frenchman 
by the name of Morin, very recently a bankrupt 
auctioneer, in New-Olreans, as secretary of state, 
From this new station, fed and drawing ail its re- 
sources from New-Orleans, and keeping up a regu- 
iar intelligence, through a variety of channels, with 
their friends here, an active system of plunder was 
commenced on the high seas, chiefly of Spanish 
property, but often without much concern as to 
the national character, particularly when money 
was in question. The captures made by their nu- 
merous cruisers, (many owned by citizens of the 
United States,) were condemned by a pretended 


ig | court of admiralty there, as prizes, and the cargoes 


introduced into this state, principally in a clandes- 
tine manner. The vessels thus condemned have 
generally come here under new names, and with 
the Mexican flag. Some of them have been detain- 
ed by the United States’ naval force, for hovering 
in our waters, and others have been libelled for 
restitution, by the Spanish consul, in behalf of the 
original owners, and though several trials have 
come on before the honorabie the United States’ 





jjomans, esq. chief clerk, navy department. | 


district court for the distriet, ef Louisiana, and the 
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claimants have never been able to produce proof| 
gf the government pf Galvezton having ever been 
autborized by the Mexican republic; and restitution 
has been decreed in several instances. ‘There is no 
evidence of the establishment having beea made or 
sanctioped by, or connected with, a Mexican re- 
public, if one be now existing, and the presumption 
of such an actual establisimeat, under such autho- 
rity, is strongly repelled by the illegal and piratical | 
character of the establishment, and its ambulatory 
nature. It is not only of very recent origin, but is 
clothed with no character of pefmanency; for i 
was abandoned about the 5th of April, and trans- 
ferred to Matagorda, leaving at Galvezton only an 
advice boat, to advertise such privateers and pri- 
zes Which might arrive there, of the spot on which 
they had fixed their new resilence. Some days 
after the abandonment of Galvezion, several priva-| 
teers arrived there, and among the rest the General 
Aguigas, commanded by one G. Chainplin, of New, 
Yorés, with two schooners, her prizes, the Patronila, | 
with one hundred and seventy-four slaves, and the | 
Enrequita, with one hundred and thirteen slaves; | 
and also a Spanish and Portuguese vessel, and the 
American schodner Evening Post, of New York, | 
Calvin Williams, master, prizes to the , captain | 
Maurice Nicholas Jelly. 

Among the most conspicuous characters who hap-| 
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fines a robber, as that the officers of the port. of 
New Orleans should be accused of being unfriend- 
ly to the revolution in the Spanish provinces, be- 
cause they have attempted to prevent a lawless es- 
tablishment at Galvezton from violating the Jaws. 
The prizes made by the privateers under the Mex- 
ican flag, are to a very large amount of merchan- 
dize, such as jewelry, laces, silks, linen, britanias, 
muslins, seersuckers, calicoes, &c. &c. all of which 
are re-packed in small bales, of convenient size for. 
transportation on mules, and the greatest part in- 
troduced clandestinely. Other articles, such awd 
irop, nails, tallow,leather, glassware, crockery, cord- 
age, beef, &c. are brought here in their prizes. — 
It is stated, and universally believed, that captain 
Champlin sold the slaves captured in the Patronila 
and Enreguita, to the Lafittes, Sauvinet, and other 
speculators in this place, who have or will resell 
to the planters; and the facility afforded to smug- 
frlers by the innumerable inlets, are too obvious, on 
a view of the map, to doubt but they either are or 
will be all introduced into this state, without the 
possibility of the officers ofthe revenue being able 
to prevent or punish them; more especially as a 
great portion of the population are disposed to 
countenance them in violating our laws. A few 
days ago information having been given that one of 
our citizens had gone to the W. with a very consi- 


pened to be then at Galvezton, were many of the derable sum of specie, to purchase slaves for him- 
notorious offenders against our laws, who had so| self and two_other planters, I determined to make 
lately been indulged with a remission of the pu- an effort to arrest him on his return, and immedi- 
nishment, who so far from gratefully availing them. | ately purchased a fine boat on account of the go- 
selves of the lenity of the government to return to ; vernmeat,(which had been lately captured by a par- 
or commence an orderly and honest life seem to/ty I had senton lake Ponchartrain. and condemn- 
have regarded its indulgence aimast as an encou-; ed for a vio)ation of the slave act) which I have 
ragement to the renewal of uieir offences. You will! sent under the command of an active, enterprising 
readily perceive that J allude tothe Berratarians,| inspector, with a military guard oftwelve men, and 
among whom the Lafittes may beclassed foremost,| am in great hopes of his falling in with and cap- 
and most actively engaged in the Galvezton trade, turing the party. I am persuaded you will approve 
and owners of several cruisers under the Mexican| of my not waiting for instructions, at the risk of 


flag. Many of our citizens are equally guilty, and are 
universgily known to be owners of the same kind of 
of vesséls. A number of ihese characters being at 
Galvezton after the abundoninent readily saw the ad- 
vantages that would result in the re-establishment of 
a government at that place, its situation so immedi- 
ately in the vicinity of our settlements, being much 





preferable to Matagorda, their views being entire-| 


seeing the laws violated with impunity, and I cannot 
but hope that the government will see the necessity 
of giving instructions to the naval force on this sta. 
tion to prevent the re-establishment of Galvezton, 
otherwise the bay will no longer be safe for any 
flag. Since they have been denied shelter in Port 
au Prince, they have no other asylum than Galvez; 
ton. Onthe part of these pirates we have to con- 


ly confined to introducing their captures into this) tend with, we behold an extended and organized 
state; accordingly, a meeting was called on the} system of enterprize, of ingenuity, of indefatigabili- 
15th April, and it was resolved to re-establish the) ty, and of audacity, favored by a variety of local 
governinent, and a true copy of their deliberations | advantages, and supported always by force of arms; 
you have enclosed. Ican vouch for the correctness | and unless they be met by corresponding species of 
of the copy, having received it from a person of, resistance, the results of the contest are of. very 
undoubted veracity; and thus without even the) simple calculation. 


semblance of authority from the Mexican republic, | 
they immediately proceeded to condemn vessels _ 
and cargoes as good prizes, and to introduce them 
into this port, and among the rest the cargo ofthe 


“You will, I trust, see the necessity of either 
grantimg a certain number of revenue cutters, of the 
description I have mentioned, or that the naval 
force on this station may be enjoined strictly to 


Evening Post. It was some time before this was! prevent these privateers from hovering in our wa- 
known here, great pains havingybeen taken tokeep | ters, and violating our laws. It isa fact you may 
it secret. Since it has been known, I have felt it | rely on, all the cruises of these privateers commence 





my duty to report all vessels and cargoes which | and end at this port; they enter in distress, comply ~ 


have arrived here from Gulvezton, to the district | with the formalities of the law, and if they do not 
attorney, who has had them arrested under the | augment their force and renew their crews in port, 
Spanish treaty; but owing to the unfortunate ab-| they do it in our waters, and itis not in my power 


sence of the judge, no decision can be had thereon. | 


These steps of the officers of the port have irritat- 


ed the Burratarian gentlemen and their connexions | 


in a high degree, and representations filled with 
falsehoods will probably be made against them, par- 
ticularly on the score of enmity to the patriotic 
cause. As well might a man be accused of being 





an enemy to personal liberty, who arrests and con- 


to prevent it. 
Mr. Chew, Collector at N. Orlvans, to Mr. Crawford. 
Collector’s office, New-Urieans, 
August 30th, 1817. ¢ 
Srr—In the communication which L had the ho- 
nor to make to you, under date first instant, L gave 
such information respecting the establishment at 
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Galvezten as I had recollected; since then the de- 
ositions of Messrs. J: Ducoing and V. Garros (ex- 
ndges of admiralty at that place, and now here) 

tive been taken and I herewith transmit you copies, 

which go to substantiate the material fact stated 
by me, and [ make no doubt that you will be sa- 
tisfied of the correctness of the assertion, that the 
establishment of Galvezton is nothing more or less 
than one of privateersmen, without even the shadow 

efa connexion with a Mexican republic, if such a 

republic exists, and as such will not, presume, be 

ecountenanced by the government of the United 

States. It has been reported to me, and from a 

gource deservirg credit, that the principal part of 

the force from Matagorda and Soto de la Marina, 
had returned to Galvezton, and that twoprizes with 

slaves have recently arrived, one a schooner with a 

fullcargo, said to be 300, (probably exaggerated, ) 

that a contagious fever having made its appearance 
among the slaves, the privateersmen, apprehensive 
of its communicating to the other prize, cut the 
cables, and sent the schooner adrift with the unfor- 

tunate beings on board! The other ship, with 400 

slaves, was lying there, and they have altogether 

about six hundred and fifty slaves on hand, all of 
whom are intended to be introduced in this state. 

The United States brig Boxer has sent in two 
smal! schoooers with 30 slaves on board, captured 
in our waters, and the deputy collector of the dis- 
trict of Teche writes me he has seized 15, and was 
in pursuit of a larger number. At this moment 
T have sent two confidential inspectors to examine 
three plantations on this river near Baton Rouge, 
information having been given me, that 100 had 
been purchased for the three at Galvezton. This 
activity has occasioned some alarm, and [ am in- 
formed (and place complete confidence in it) that 
the privateersmen and others interested have re- 
solved to remove the slaves to the neighborhood of 
Sabine, build barracks, and keep them there during 
the winter, or till the purchasers appear, and leave 
the risk of introducing the slaves to the planters, 
whose eagerness to procure them will induce them 
to run every hazard. They imagine, that fixing 
themselves to the west of the Sabine, they wiil be 
without the jurisdiction of the United States; but 
I trust they will find their mistake only when the 
whole party will be seized. 

In addition to the foregoing, I beg leave to refer 
you to the documents lately forwarded by com- 
modore Patterson, to the honorable secretary of the 
navy, with the memorial of some of the most re- 
spectable merchants of this place, praying him to 
furnish convoy to protect their vesaels trading with 
the Spanish ports, from the piratical cruisers who 
respect no flag when specie is in question. 

I have lately sent an inspector of confidence, to 
examine La Fourche from the Mississippi to the 
sea, and he reports it as thickly settledfor 80 miles 
from the river; has 8 or 10 feet water, and 6 feet 
on the bar, at the mouth or entrance in the sea: 
there is no obstacle whatever to craft entering it 
from the sea, and ascending to the MisSissippi, and 
trading freely as high up as they please. I men- 
tioned in my last the necessity of appointing an 
inspector for that place, if you decide not to have 
reventte cutters on this station. I cannot but re 
peat that I am firmly persuaded the measure is 
more necessary for this, than any other district in| 
the United States. Bartholomew Lafon of this place 
(who acted as secretary to the meeting of 15th 
April, copy of deliberation forwarded in my last) 
is mentioned as the governor of the new establish- 


oe a ee 


large quantity of provisions, and the first cargo will 
seoh sail, a copy of the manifest will aécompany 
this er soon follow. These persons and a long list 
of others I could add, if necessary, have no other 
profession, occupation or mode of livelihood, than 
privateering and violating our laws, and openly 
threaten revenge against any officer of the revenue 
that may molest or impede their pursuits. They 
are now preparing a memorial to the department, 
with the double view to misrepresent the conduct 
of the officers of the port, and to obtain permission 
to introduce their illegally captured property, un- 
der the false pretext that they (the memorialists) 
have made heavy advances; the truth is, the only 
advances they allude to, is the equipment and 
fitting out privateers contrary to our laws. The ex- 
ports from this place to Galvezton and Matagorda 
have consisted principally of provisions; a carga 

of arms was sent some time in the fall of the last 
year, which have long since given up as lost, and 
no return whatever can ever he expected from the 
Mexican government, from all present appearances. 
The imports (without taking into consideration the 
large amount of goods introduced. clandestinely) 
have been very large, as you will observe by the 
enclosed abstract of duties secured at this office on 
these importations. 

I have felt it my duty to give you this informa- 
tion for your correct understanding the nature of 
the establishmeat at Galvezton, and cannot but 
hope you will be pleased to instruct me explicitly 
how to act. My conduct has been governed by a 
sense of duty, and from a conviction of its propriety; 
if I have erred, I hope it will be ascribed to an 
honest zeal. Iam, &c. &c. 

BEV. CHEW. 

P. S. The brig, with provisions and lumber for 
the winter quarters of the slaves, attempted te 
clear to day; but, owing to the informality of her 
papers, it is postponed till Monday. I enclose a 
list of private armed Mexican and Venezuelian ves- 
sels now in port. 

[Here follows a list of six vessels commissioned 
by Aury, carrying as follews—3s guns, 60 men; 6 
guns, 55 men; 6 guns, 40 men, 2 guns, 18 men; 1 
gun, 30 men, and a boat of 7 tons with 17 muskets. 

Then a list of five vessels, commissioned by Boeli- 
var, as follows—5 guns and 114 men; 1 gun and 50 
men; one of 3 and 1 of 1 gun, men not mentioned; 
‘and one of 3 guns and 6U men, just sailed on a 
cruise. ]} 





Mr. Chew to Mr. Crawford. 
Collector’s office, New Orleans, 
October 17, 1817. 

S1r-—My communications of the first and thirtieth 
of August last, relative to the establishment at 
Galvezton, and the numerous cruisers under the 
Mexican flag, that infest our waters, will, 1 trust, 
have reached your hands. I deem it my duty to 
trouble you once more upon the same subject, and 
to enclose copies of additional testimony of Mr. 
John Ducoing, late judge of admiralty, and of Mr. 
Raymond Espagnol, late secretary of state, which 
will, I trust, satisfactorily prove my assurances of 
the piratical nature of the establishment, and justify, 
in your opinion, the officers of this port, in the steps 
taken by them to put an end to it; for such, it ap- 
pears, has been the effect of the measures adopted 
here. Late advices from that place state, that 
Aury and Champlin, with their privateers and prizes, 
said to be thirteen sail, evacuated the place, and 
it is believed they have steered their course for 





ment near the Sabine. Lafitte is now purchasing a| 


Amelia Islang, Before theig departure, they dis. 
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posed of about three hundred Africans to the 

agents of some planters on this river; the remainder 

they have taken with them. The deputy collector 
of the district of Tche writes me, a large gang of 
Africans passed near the church of Attacapas on, 
the night of the 14th ultimo, bound for the Missis-! 
sippi. He heard of it too late to seizethem. Ihave 
sent a confidential agent to watch the plantations of 
Joseph Erwin, James Still, and Christopher Adams, 
it being reported that the latter had been to Gal- 
vezton, to purchase slaves for himself and others.' 
{ received, a few days ago, a letter from the per-’ 














son called commodore Aury, dated at sea, 31st 
July last, on board the privateer Mexican Congress, ; 
(late Calypso, of Baltimore) enclosing a duplicate 
of a letter, which it appears he had thought pro- 
per to write to me on the 28th of the same month, 
(the original of which has never come to hand.)— 
In this letter he gives me a kind of official infor- 
mation, that it has been determined to abandon 
Galvezton, and that he had taken with him the 
judge of the admiralty, the collector, and all his 
other constituted authorities, and that, whatever 
may be done at the place, after that date, will be 
without his approbation or consent, and any clean 
ances, er other official acts, at that place, illegsl 
1 have no doubt, however, but that a new establish- | 
ment will be soon made there. The advantages 
are too great to be voluntarily abandoned by per- 
sons who have so long enjoyed the profits. Early 








in September two vessels, the Carmelite, belong. 
ing to B. Lafon, and the Franklin, belonging to J. 
B. Laforte, (both unregistered vessels, formerly 


prizes) cleared at this office for Laguna, but really | 
bound to Galvezton, with provisions, and materials | 
‘further says, that the establishment at Galvezton 


for erecting buildings. On their arrival they found 


ars 
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It is universilly reported and believed many of 
these vessels (under the Mexican flag, and com- 
missioned by Aury) are owned by persons resident 
here, and enjoying the privileges of American citi- 
zens. At the end of the cruise the same farce is 
played over again; and it may with truth be said, 
‘that each cruise commences and ends at this port. 
Attem pts have been made to convict them, but as 
yet without success. They easily exculpate them- 
selves. Witnesses, on their part, are never dif- 
ficult to procure, in a place where there are a vast 
number of people with whom the solemnity of an 
oath has little weight. This you will believe, when 
[ add, that two witnesses were produced in the 
United States district court, in the month of May 
last, who swore that Galvezton was a considerable 
and well built town, with coffee houses, shops, &c. 
and that the then constituted authorities, (Durier, 
Ducoing, Espanol, &c.) had been appointed and 
commissioned by Aury. ‘The testimony of the twe 
latter, as well as many other persons now here, will 
fully refute that falsehood. 3 

I hope you will be pieased to give me some in- 
structions relative to the cruizers, that I may act in 
a way to meet the views of the executive. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) 
To the hon. William H. Crawford, 
Secretary of the treasury, 


BEV. CHEW. 





Additional testimony taken in sundry causes depending 
in the United States district court, for the Louisiana 
district, on behalf the United States, against sundry 
vessels and cargoes from Galvezton. 

John Ducoing being duly sworn, the deponent 
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the place deserted, and the Franklin has returned | was composed, as before stated, by persons of 
te this port with her outward cargo. By her, ac-|various nations, and that the sole view and object 
counts have been received that the Carmelite was |of the persons comprising the said establishment 
lying there, and that Lafitte (who had been pur- was to capture Spanish vessels and property, with- 
dvued for the crimes committed at Burrataria) and jout any idea of aiding the revolution in Mexico, 
L:fon had arrived there, with about forty other per- |or that of any other of the Spanish revolted colonies, 
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sons, and it is believed intended to form an es- 
tablishment, asd will, no doubt, soon replace the 
judge, and other authorities, carried off by Aury. 
Private armed vessels, under the Mexican flag, and 
one or two under that of Venezuela, continue to 
frequent this post; and uniformly report in distress, 
(one case only excepied) make protest, and obtain 
a certificate from the wardens of the post, that 
there is necessity to unlade their armament and 
heave down. They have thus been admitted to an 


entry, free of any charge, other than the fees to the | 


officers of the customs, under the sixtieth section 
of the collection law. . This course seems to have 
been adopted by my predecessor, and has been 
followed by me, in compliance with the instruc- 
tions from the department of third July, 1815. 
These artned vessels being admitted, great care 
has been taken not to permit my violation of the 
acts of Sti June, 1794, and Sd March last, by 
augmenting their force, or enlisting American citi- 
zens; but, in defiance of every vigilance, on the 
part of the officers of the customs, they violate the 
law, not whilst they remain in port, but before they 
leave our waters, Nothing is easier, when the 
privateer is completely repaired and ready for sea, 
than to send both men and guns, if they need them, 


to Barrataria, or any other convenient place where | 


the privateer repairs to, and takes them on. board 
and sails on a cruize, with an augmented force, to 
commit hostilities against the persons and pro- 
perty of a naYion with whom the United States are 
at peace. ~ } a 


jas far as this deponent knows and believes... And 

the deponent says that during the time he exercised 
the functions of judge at Galvezton, he had no 
knowledge or belief in the existence of a Mexican 
republic or other government, independent. of the 
Spanish government. 

The deponent further says, that the government 
established on the 15th day of April had no con- 
nexion whatever with any other government, state 
or people. That Galvezton stands on a small 
island, or rather a small sand bar, a few miles long 
and broad, and was a desert when taken possession 
of by Aury, known by the name of Snake Island, 
without a port or harbor, and uo buildings except 
a few huts or cabbins, probably three or four, made 
of boards and sails of vessels. 

And further this deponent saith not. . 

JOHN DUCOING. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, this 7th day of 
October, 1817. 

(Signed) 





R. CLAIBORNE, clerk. 

Mr. Raymond Espanol being duly sworn, says, 
that on the 16th day of March last, this deponent 
went from this place to Galvezton, in the province 
of Texas, in the brig Devorador, forthe purpose of 
diaposing of merchandise. Aury was acting as 
governor. ‘This deponent accepted of no office (or 
emyloyment) under Aury, nor had he any acquaint- 
ance with him; he never took any oath of allegiance 
to Aury; that on the 15th of April last, Aury and gen. 
Mina abandoned Galvezton, burned the huts and 
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cabins there were standing, and left no person au- 
thorised by them or otherwise, to form a govern- 
ment. Afier their departure, to wit, on the 15th of 
April, 1817, the persons then at Galvezton consisted 
of about thirty or forty in number, including sailors, 
&c. six of whom assembled on board of the schooner 
Carmelita (belonging to Mr. Bartholomew Lafon, 
late of N.Orieans, and engineer in the service of the 
U. States) to wit: Durier, John Ducoing, Pereneau, 
said B. Lafon, Rousselin, and this deponent, who 
formed the new government. The proceedings 
were drawn up and signed by those present, by 
which certain persons aforesaid took upen them- 
selves offices, namely 
— -Durier Governor. 

John Ducoing, Judge of Admiralty. 

This deponent, Wotary Public and Secretary. 

Pereneau, Major de Place. 

Rousselin, Collector. 

At the meeting on the 15th April, there was no 
paper or document produced, authorising the same, 
er giving them power to form a government. _ 

The deponent further says, that the sole object 
‘and view of the persons comprising the establish- 
ment at Galvezton was, as far as he knows and be- 
lieves, to capture Spanish property under what 
they called the Mexican flag, but without an idea 
of aiding the revolntion in Mexico, or that of any 





of the Spanish revolted colonies; and further, that 
during the time that this depoxent acted as notary | 
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Memorial of merchants of New Orleans, to Com. 
Paiterson, of the 28th of July, 1817. 

The memorial of the subscribers, merchants of the 
city of New Orleans, citizens of the United States, 
respectfully sets forth: 

That your memorialists have extensive dealings 
with the merchants of La Vera Cruz, Campeachy, 
and other places in the gulph of Mexico, and us:al-: 
ly receive from thence goid and silver, as returns 
for their adventures, and remittances from their 
correspondents aod debtors there. 

That since some part of the Spanish colonie 
have risen in arms against the royal authorities, 
vessels carrying the flags of the several new repub. 
lics of Buenos Ayres, Venezuela and Mexico, pre- 
tending to have commissions from the constituted 
authorities there, to cruise against their enemies, 
hut manned with renegado crews of all nations, 
have lately commenced the plundering of the ves- 
sels of your memorialists, sailing under the fleg of 
the United States, on lawful voyages, and rob them 
of whatever specie they find on board. The brigs 
Pomona and Freelove, owned by citizens of the 
United States resident in this city, have been rob- 
bed in this manner; and the brig Charles, also of, 
and owned in this city, by an American citizen, has 
been deprived of her papers on the high seas, and 


thereby expose.) to be made lawful prize of by any 
cruizer, when she was fortunately boarded by the 


U.S. sch. Firebrand, commanded by Lieut. Cun- 


public and secretary to the new goverament at Gal- | ningham, who convoyed her to Vera Cruz, her des- 


vezton, he hal no knowledge or belief in the ex-|tined port. Proofs of all these nefarious acts are 
istence of a Mexican republic, or any government | hereunto annexec. 


in Mexico, independent of the Spanish authorities; |" 


That your memerialists, under these circumstan- 


furthe:, the deponent says, that the new govern- |ces, impeded in their lawful commerce by marau- 


ment established at Galvezton on the 15tbfof April 


1817, had no connexion whatever with any other | 


nation, state or people. 


That Gaivez‘ion stands on a small sand bar, a few | 
miles long and bread, and was a desert when taken | 
possession of by Aury—known by the name of: 
Snake Island; without a port or harbor, and no} 


buildings except three or four cabins built of hoards 
and sails of vessels. os 
Further, this deponent says, that some time in 
the month of May last, when some of the merchan- 
dise and vessels from Galveztov.were libelled by 
the Spanish consul in behalf of the Spanish owners, 
application was made to this deponent to appear 
before the honorable judge Hall, and to prove that 
the authorities appointed by the meeting at Gal- 
vezton, on the 15th of Apri! last, were appointed 
and commissioned by Aury. This application was 
explicitly stated to be on behalf of those interested 
in the Galvezton establishment, particularly of Mr. 
Bartholomew Lafon and J. Bte. Laporte, the for- 
mer of whom, it was known, was indebted to this 
deponent in the sum of ten or twelve hundred dol. 
lars; this deponent refused informing the person 
by whom the application had been made; that ifthe 
deponent appeared be would tell the truth, and 
should prove that the persons forming the govern- 
ment at Galvezton (after 15th April) were not 
named by Aury. ‘This deponent was not summon- 
ed as a witness though it was known he was in the 
city, and has continued since to reside bere. This 
deponent says that this is the true reason why he 
was not summoned to appear before the judge at 
the time when Messrs. Rieux and Pereneau appear- 


sacs RICHARD ESPANOL. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, this 7th day of 
October, 1817. R. CLAIBORNE, Clerk. 








ders and pirates, are prevented from sending their 
vessels to sea, as they cannot jnsure them but under 
premiums which would be fuinous, and labor under 
the intolerable disappointment of not receiving the 
expected returns for their property, now in the 
Spanish dominions, and ready to be shipped to 
them if it could be done with safety. 

That the commerce carried on by your memo- 
rialists with the Spanish colonies is extremely ad- 


\vantageous tothe United States, inasmuch as jt 


exchanges the productions of this country, and 
other merchandize, for the precious metals; but 


‘their value has now so excited the cupidity of the 


freebooters of the Gulph, secure, as they believe, 


|from resistance and from punishment, that all this 


valuable commerce will cease, unless the merchant 
vessels be protected; and that protection is now 
solicited from you. 

Your memorialists therefore, respectfully intreat 
that you will give orders to the armed vessels of 
the United States under your command, to give 
convoy to the vessels of your memorialists, to and 
from the Spanish ports in the Gulf of Mexico, on 
such conditions and under such regulations 2s you 
may think fit, and the least inconvenient to yourself 
and the public service. 


(Signed ) 
T. & D. Urquhart Pedro Dathoste y Claveria 
Richard Relf Vincente Nolte & Co. 
Benjamin Story Dutillet & Sagory 


Jno. Bte. Labatiut 
Simon Crecully 

IL. Millaudon 

G. Dusser 

Wm. Kenner & Co. , 
Debuus & Longer 

J. Brandeger 

Harrod & Ogden 


J. Longpre 

Amory, Callender & Co, 
IL. D. de Morant 
Talleot & Bowers 

S.N. Stackhouse 

R. L. Rochelle & Siiff 
David Oliver 

Isaac L. Mc Coy 
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Wm. Wyer 

M. Fortier & Fils 

Cavalier & Fils Deze. Roquette 

Paul Lanusse - John Garnier 
New Orleans, 28th July, 1817. 


James Johnson 
J. Tricou & Fils 





Extract of a letter from cuptain Charles Morris, to 
the hon. B. W. Crowninshield, secretary of the navy, 
daied 

U. S. frigate Congress 
off Balize, 10 June,1817. 

“As it respects marine operations, when Aury 
teft Galvezton with Mina, it was understood to be 
his intention not to return there but to establish 
himself at the Santando, and ali the public stores 
and other buildings were destroyed. The Santan- 
do having been found altogether unfit for this pur- 
pose, he is returning to Galvezton again. 

“A temporary government, with the admiralty 
judge, &c. were left during his absence, to con- 
demn prizes sent in by the privateers. It is stated 
that the decisions of the judge are dictated by the 
captors, who will not unless it appears to suit their 
convenience, even furnish him any papers on which 
to form an opinion, or ground his sentence. This is 
said to have occurred during the late absence ofAury; 
his return may have some good effect upon the 
proceedings there, but the general character of 
the population of the place is such, that I am told 
that even those persons concerned in the privateers, 
when they dispose of their goods there, are unwil- 
ling to, take specie in payment fearful of being 
plundered, but prefer bills, which can be more ea- 
sily secured. Most of the goods carried there are 
introduced iato the United States, the more bulky 
and least valuabte regularly through the custom 
house; the more valuable and the slaves ate smug- 
gied in through the numerous inlets to the west- 
ward where the people are but too much disposed 
to render them every possible assistance. 

“Several hundred slaves are now at Galvezton, 
and persons have gone from New-Orleans to pur- 
chase them; every exertion will be mace to inter- 
cept them, but I have little hopes of success.” 


Pxtract of a letter from lieutenant commandant John 
Porter to the hon. B. W. Crowninshield, secretary of 


the navy, dated 
7 U.S. brig Boxer, 
off the Balize, June 28th, 1817. 
“From cape Catouche to La Vera Cruz, the pi- 


patical boats are very bumerous, and commit their 
depredations without respect to flag or nation.— 


Should it meet your approbation, sir, it would afford 
me infinite pleasure to protect our commerce on 
that coast.” 


eee 


Fxctract of a letter frem John Kerney, Esq. deputy 


collector of the port of New-York, to captain Sa- 


muel Evans, commandant navy yard, New York, 


dated - 

September 8ih, 1817. 

“A brig, said to be a Venezuelan ¢ruiser, called 
the “America Free,” Farero commander, mount 
ing three carriage guns, and manned with seventy 
four men, and small arms in proportion, now lies 
at the quarantine ground. 

It is officially reported to the collector’s office of 
t'.is district, that a number of officers and men land 
ed from said brig at Staten island, and in a fracas 
that took place yesterday, between them and the 
inhabitants on shore, they threatened to demolish 


wee | 


the documents respecting /melia island being ge- 
nerally known, are posponed until ournext paper. 
They have the same character as those of Galvez-. 
ton, though not quite so objectionable. ] 








CONGRESS. 
SENATE. 

December 19.—Mr. Vandyke, from Delaware, ap-- 
peared and took his seat. | 
Several motions submitted yesterday were agree® 
to. 

December 22.—Notice of several intended mo- 
tions were given—among them one by Mr. Dicker- 
son to mend the constitution of the United States 


{a3 it respects the election of representatives in con- 


gress and electors of president and vice president. 

The senate has been considerably occupied with 
executive business. 

December 23.—Mr. Smith submitted a resolution 
for the purpose of ascertaining the amount of du- 
ties on imported salt in the years 1815, 1816 and 

1817, and also the amount of allowances and draw- 
| backs paid to fishing vessels and on fish exported. 

December 24.—The resolution submitted en the 
22nd by Mr. Dickerson was read asecond time and 
| committed to Messrs. Dickerson, King, Daggett, 
| Mason and Stokes. 

The house adjourned to Monday. 

HOUSS’ OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Dec. 19.—On motion of Mr. Harrison, of 
Ohio, the following rule was adopted: 

The Speaker shall have power to admit persons 
to seats in the hall, during the sitting of the house, 
who belong to such legislatures ot foreign govern- 
ments as are in amity with the United States.* 

On motion of Mr. Merrill, of Vt. it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be instruct- 
ed to furnish a statement shewing the names of the 
‘several persons to whom land warrants have issued, 
and extra pay been allowed, subsequent to the Sd 


























lands and extra pay, to certain Canadian volun- 
teers,” and the act supplementary thereto; toge. 
{ther with the names of the agents or attornies to 
|whom said land warrants were delivered, and the 
money paid, particularly noting such, if any, as were 
or are annexed with the public offices—and also to 
state whether any, and if any what information he 
{may have received, relative to impositions practis- 
ed on claimants, by persons pretending to be agents 
authorized by the government. 
| After other business, of no present importance— 
The house having, accordiag to the order of the 
day, again resolved itself into a committee on the 
bill for the commutation of soldiers’ bounty lands, 
some further discussion on amendments to it toak 
place, in whieh Messrs. Forsyth, Poindexter, Clay, 
and Robirson, of Ky, bore part: when 

The committee rose, and reported the amend. 
ments to the bill; which were ordered to he on the 
table, and to be printed for the more easily under- 
standing thereof by the members before called up- 
on to give a final vote on them. 

The house having resolved itself mto a commit 
tee of the whole on the bill concerning the sur. 
viving soldiers of the revolutionary war: 


; 








- - teteatinal ~— 
— * 


[*This motion was probably occasioned by the 
presence of lord Selkirk, a peer of the British realm, 
in the gallery of the house. The act of sourrésy 





or burn a euse on saidisland.” [The substanee ef} is well. 


4 


March, 1817, under the act “granting bounty iw 
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and thereto be recorded, shall declare that he relin- 
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Mr. Bloomfield delivered his impressions in re- | The bill was twice read and committed. 
spect to the operation and scope of this bill. He} Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, offered the following 
madea statement to shew what were his views of} resolution: 
the probable number of applicants under‘this bill,| Aesolved, That the committee of commerce and 
if it should pass; and the annual amount of the ex | manufactures be instructed to enquire into the ex. 
penditure it would occasion. The Jersey brigade,} pediency of providing by law for clothing the arm 
he said, consisted, during the war, of four regi | and navy of the United States exclusively in Ameri- 
ments: there were forty officers to each regiment,| can mayufactures. : 
making in the whole 160. On the 4th of July last,} In offering this motion, Mr. J. said it would not 
as he was enabled from personal knowledge to state,| be proper for him to detail the facts, or advance the 
there were living but twenty of those officers, be-| reasoning which led him to the conclusion that the 
ing precisely one-eight of the whole number. Tak-| measure he proposed to enquire into was expedient. 
ing this fact for his guide, as the propor.ion of sur-} But he should say thathe should not have thought 
vivors, he said there were in the continental army| of introducing this resolution, if he did not believe 
sixty eight battalions, of whom about 17,000 men) that cloth of American manufacture could be ob- 
were killed or died in service; and at the close of} tained at a reasonable rate. One of the objections 
the war, it was a well known fact, the battalions did| to making a provision by law such as he contem- 
not average more in each than 250; making in the! plated, and the only objection which appeared to 
whole 17,000 men—of whom, sar about one tenth| him to have any force, was that by destroying the 
(being generally not of as regular habits as the offi | competition between domestic and foreign articles, 
cers) were living; that is 1700. Estimating the| the government would be obliged to pay higher 
proportion of applicants for the pension at one-|for the same articles than they now do: but it 
sixth, would make 340. The full pay of the revo-} would be seen by gentlemen that such augmenta- 
lution, six and two-thirds dollars per month, to each | tion could only be momentary; and, Mr. J. said, the 
ef these, would amount to 2,295 dollars per month. | compétition of the manufacturers among themselves 
OF the officers, the whole original number he esti-| would be so great, he had no doubt, as to give the 
mated at 2720; of whom, supposing one eighth to/ article to the government at the lowest possible 
have survived, as in the instance of the Jersey bri | price. The practice of the war department al- 
gade, there were now living about 340. Of this! ready, was to give a preference to the domestic 
number, he supposed one tenth of thé whole would! fabric, but that preference was given with refer- 
become applicants for pensions—say thirty four; at| ence to the cost of the article—a system which 
the full subaltern revohitionary pay of 17 dollars produced not only uncertainty, because of the 
‘per month. The monthly pension for both officers | Auctuating state of the foreign market, but uncer- 
and soldiers, on this estimate, would be 2,873 dol-| tainty, consequently to the calculations of the ma- 
tars, and the annual arrount only 34,376—an amour t nufacturer. in relation to the navy, Mr. J. said 
which must daily decrease. But, instead cf full he did not know that his project was practicable; 
‘pay pension, the bill as it now stood, provided only) if it was, it would be necessary perhaps to give a 
for half pay. Would this house be satisfied, Mr.{ discretionary power on this head to the command- 











B. asked, with giving to these men, borne down | ers, when on fore gn stations. But he hoped no ob- 


with age and service, a pension of three and a third jection wouid be made to an enquiry on the sub- 
dollars a month during the small remainder of their’ ject, and that the committee would favor the house 
lives, whilst they had given the soldiers of the late: with an early report. 

war (no disparagement to them) eight dollars per, ‘The :notion was agreed to. 

He hoped not; and therefore moved to; On motion of Mr. 42 Coy of Virginia, it was 
amend the bill so as that the amount of pension; esvlved, That the committee on public lands 
should be for every officer 17 dollars per month, | be insiructed to enquire into the exnediency of in- 
and for every soldier eight. creasing the price at which said lands shall be sold 


Mr. Tucker, of Virginia, moved to amend the hereafter. 


amendment, so as make the pensions 20 and 8. | On this question there was a division: the resolu. 


This amendment to the amendment was agreed | tion was agreed to by amajority of twenty or thirty 
to without objection, after a few observations from | votes. 
Re Rie atack | ‘The following message was received from the 
Other amendments were proposed, some of which | president of the United States, by Mr. J. J. Monroe 
produced desultory debate—and without taking a his secretary, 
guestion upon them the committee rose, reported| To the heuse of representatives of the United States. 
progress and had leave to sit again—and the house; In compliance with a resolution of the house of 
adjourned. __ |tepresentatives, of the 11th of this month, request- 
Monday, December 22.—Mr. Robertson, of Louisi-| ing to be informed of the present strength of the 
ana, from the select committee to whom the sub-; army of the United States, its distribution among 


ject had been referred, reported a bill providing the several military posts, which it is designed to 





"the manner in which the right of citizenship may be, protect, and its competency to preserve and defend. 


the fortifications amongst which it is distributed, 
and to aid in constructing such other military works, 
if any, as it may be deemed proper to erect, for ihe 
more effectual security of the United States, and of 
‘he territories thereof; I now transmit a report from 


: is the secretary of war, which contains the information 
1es the character of a citizen, and means to de- ? ores : . 
quishe ? desired. JAMES MONROF. 


i thence- 
part out of the United States, he shall bet i 
forth considered as having exercised the right of} Becember 22, 1817. 
expatriation, and as being no longer a citizen of the 


relinquished. 

{The bill proposes to provide that when any citi- 
zen, by application in wriiing to the district court 
ef any district of the United States, in open court, 








“In compliance with a resolution of the house of 


United States; that such person shall be held as an} representatives requesting the president of the 
alien forever afier, and shall not resume the rights} United States “to cause to be laid before the house 
of citizenship wit!out going through the same pro-| of representatives a.return of the present strength 
ess of naturalization as other citizens.] of the army of the Vnited States, with the distribu- 
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tion thereof among the several military posts which 
it is designed to protect, together with any informa- 
tion which he may be able to afford respecting the 
competency of such force to preserve and defend 
the fortifications, amongst which it is distributed, 
and to aid in constructing, and to defend such other 
military works, if any, as it may be in the contem- 
plation of the government to erect, for the more 
effectual security of the United States, and of the 
several territories thereof;” the secretary of war 
has the honor to make a return of the present 
strength of the army of the United States, with the 
distributionthereof among the several military posts. 
The military establishment as it now stands, Is 
sufficiently extensive to keep the fortifications in a 
state of preservation, but it is wholly inadequate 
to defend them against aregular attack by a force 
of sufficient strength or skill. To garrison the forts 
on the maritime frontier alone would require, ac- 
cording to the best information and estimates of 
this department, more than thrice our present num- 
ber, to repel the assaults of such a force. The 
portion of the army stationed in the neighborhood 
of fortifications now erecting, are employed to aid 
in constructing them; but only an inconsiderable 
number has yet been so engaged, owing to its dis. 
persed situation. Though not immediately com- 
rehended inthe resolution of the house, itis but 
justice to the army to observe, that it has been em- 
ployed to a considerable extent, the last year, in 
the construction of roads, arsenals and other public 
“works cemmected with the defence of the country. 
The existing fortifications are thought to be 
wholly insufficient in the eveut of a future war. 
As the declaration of war is the act of the whole 
community, justice, honor and humanity require 
that every portion of the country should, as far as 
possible, be protected against its ravages. This is 
among the most sacred duties of the government; 
and, impressed with its importance, a board of the 
most skillful officers in our serviee has been consti- 
tuted, to examine the whole line of our frontier, 
and to determine on the position and extent of 
works that may be necessary to the defence of the 
country. This great work is not yet completed; 
and in its present state, it is impossible to speak 
with any precision as to the extent to which our 
fortifications ought to be carried. The soldiers 
‘will be able to render important aid in construct- 
ing the works that may be determined on; but, 
from the composition of the army, they can only 
come in aid of regular and professed workmen. 

J.C. CALHOUN.” 
[The detailed and particular statement accom- 
panying the report from the adjutant general’s 
office, states the actual number of the present 

peace establishment at 8,221, including officers. ] 

The report was ordered to lie on the table. 

The remainder of this day’s sitting was spent in 
committee of the whole on the bill concerning the 
surviving officers and soldiers of the revolution.— 
There was. much debate, occasionally eloquent, but 
generally desultory, on amendments proposed to 
the bill, but involving also its principle. Messrs. 
Bloomfield, Waiker, Garnett, Harrison, Strother, 
Comstock, Palmer, Livermore, ‘Trimble, and #thea, 
successively joined in the debate. 
Tuesday, Dec. 23.—On motion of Mr. Holmes, of 
Massachusetts, it was 
_ Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of pro- 





—iieasttinnntynendiiianen 
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tors of the peace, or other magistrates, authorise® 
to enforce the execution of the laws of the United 
States. 

Mr. Trimble, of Ky. offered for consideration the. 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this house 
any information he may be able to communicate re- 
lative to the impressment and detention in confine- 
ment of Richard Cowles Mead, a citizen of the 
United States. [Mr. Trimble supported his resolu- 
tion by a very animated speech, which we are com 
pelled to omit for the present.] The resolution was’ 
agreed io. | 

The house having resolved itself into a commit- 
tee of the whole on the bill concerning the surviv- 
ing officers and soldiers of the revolutionary war— 
Considerable debate took place and sundry amend- 
ments were proposed. [As amended it is noticed 
in the following day’s proceedings] After which it 
was ordered to be read the third time to-morrew. 

A resolution was passed that the house shoulé 
adjourn on Wednesday the 24th inst. to meet agaim 
on Monday the 29th—84 to 63, and sent—to the se- 
nate for concurrence. 

_ Wednesday, Dec. 24. The bill providing for the re- 
lief of certain surviving officers and soldiers of the 
revolution was read the third time and finally pas- 
sed without a division. The National Intelligen- 
cer gives the following as its substance—*The bill, 
as it has finally passed, provides that “every com- 
missioned and nonecommissioned officer, musician, 
mariner, marine, and private soldier, who served 
in the revolutionary war; in any of the regiments 
raised by authority of congress, or of any of the 
States, or in the navy of either of the states or of 
the United States, previous to the treaty of peaee 
with Great Britain, of 3d September, 1783, who are 
yet citizens of the United States, and are, or whe 
hereafter shall be, reduced to indigenee, and inca- 
pable of procuring subsistence, and who shall havé 
substantiated his incapacity ia the manner by the 
bill directed, shall receive a pension from the Unit- 
ed States; ifan officer, of twenty doHars per month, 
during life; if a non-commissioned officer, musici- 
an, Mariner, marine or private soldier, of eight 
dollars per month, during life, &c.’ The bill has 
yet to puss the ordeal of the senate. 

On motion of Mr. Drake, of Mass. it was 
Resolved, That the committee of commerce and 
manufactures be instructed to enquire inte the ex- 
pediency of granting bounties to manufacturers 
}who manufacture a given number of yards of wool- 
len and cotton cloths, of a certain width; and that 
a permanent fund be appropriated for that purpose. 
The bill for the remission of the duties on the 
painting presented by Benjamin West to the Pena~ 
sylvania hospital was taken up in committee of the 
whole, Mr. Desha in the chair. 

[Mr. Newton delivered a brief, but very hand- 

some speech on the occasion—we shall endeavor te 
preserve it. The bill was passed. ] 
The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr. A. Smyth in the chair, on the 
“bill by which the right of citizenghip may be re 
linquished.” 

On suggestion of Mr. Lozwandes, that this was a 
subjectof too much importance te be acted on with 
so thin a house, Mr. fobertson, of L. (the author of 
the bill) consented to its postponement, by the 
committee’s rising and obtaining leave to sit agatp. 





viding pby law for appeinting jnstioes er oenserva- 


And the house adjourned to Menday 
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CHRONICLE. wii | _I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your 
| MILLEDGEVILLE, nEC. 2. | Obedient servant 
The subjoined intelligence of the commencement EDMUND P. GAINES, 
ef hostilities was received by the executive on Major general commanding: 


Thursday last, and immediately issued from this| Zater intel/ligence.—We sre mdebted to the acti- 
office in an extra sheet, that our frontier citizens, /Vity of the editor of the “Reflector,” a very neat 
exposed to danger, might be put on their guard | and well conducted paper printed at Milledgeville, 
against those predatory attacks of the Indians,} Geo. for many particulars respecting the war with 
which seldom fail to folllow such an occurrence.) the indians. We are compelled to make a very 
The governor has ordered out the Pulaski troop) brief abstract of the information at present before 
of cavalry, a company of infantry from Wilkinson, | us— 
and another from Laurens, for the protection of the; Col. Arbuckle, with300 men, was attacked about 
frontier below Hartford. Other measures of de-|12 miles from Fort Scott by a party of indians, who 
fence will be adopted, should they prove necessary. Were put to flight with a supposed loss of 8 or t@ 
kitled. He had 1 killed and 2 wounded. Several 
vernor of Georgia, dated at Fort Scott, (near the turers appear to have been committed by the in- 


Be. : dians, and a party of 12 id to h bee 
confluence of the Flint and Chatahooche rivers ) | ’ party ¢ men are said to have Decn 
br: Nov. feos gti ? | cut off from Fort Scott. The effective force at that 


Sra—The fret brigade of United States’ troops. place was from 800 to 1000 men. A body of friend- 
arrived at this place on the 19th instant. I had ly Creeks expected to vo-operate, was collected at 


previously sent an Indian runner to notify the Fowl | Fort Mitche:l, under Me Intosh. The Georgia mi- 


Ss . -., | uta were ¢ ‘ vii 
town chief Ene-he-munt-hy, of my arrival, and, with | ey ya Pye pig reggie ag “te ase ee 
b 1ans 


a view to ascertain whether his hostile temper lad | anipested in. the imediate vicinity of. suk feed 
° ° e : mmedi 
abated, requested him to visit me. He replied suiun“ahik da dis badte Waak Gain Puildin . i 
that he had already said to the commanding officer | ey oe wee ae cP, ye stg 
here all he had to say, and that he would not comes} on ony br aati th. aa Be ae oy han 
oi ond gy yay ty ee Bae abe br wane etavy already done tauch mischief. They killed a man 
$)8 ’ x po —_ 
alleging that the dand was his, that he was directed in the neighborheod of Fort Gaines; the whole 
by the powers above and below to protect and de- oo som on aig se Ne algam. roe re Spt — J ‘ 
, Tht. a ate particulars that have reached us are tha 
fen iy and he should do so, This being the talk| gen ‘ares, asoeiained that jor Mahler 
‘ wp" . e - adi é is 
hostile ever since the late war, having participated ny apt ete: Apeleets pict yd patsy 2 nee — 
te friendly Indians aserin the predatory war| 1,8 eaistane, and ealet provision, On 
carried on for some time past against the Georgia a oe + alates yey 
frontier, [ yesterday detached two hundred and fifty eee ee ae ee prot age 
men (supposed to be about the strength of the minrmanin ein d me Ps BacsbingeeRt ro x: bed 
, ; 


town) under the command of major Twiggs, with ; 
erders to bring to me the chief and warriors, and, | the other boat, end another which had been up the 


in the event of resistance, to treat them as ene-; Ver nothing had been heard. 


mies. ‘The detachment arrived at the town early! Woy. oth: eg sg REP RN 
. . hing important fr ia e 

pe aa effect gp Pe teenage ax oe ie | to shew that the pi of negroes and pias 
shin - ee ee Wiaht wire, |has been extensively checked. A prize vessel with 


the detachment, and the Indians put to flight, with | lene 
the loss of four warriors slain, and as there is rea- | 1!8 slaves, going into Amelia, was csptured by the 
son to believe, many more wounded. Saranac on the 30th ult. Another with 250 Slaves 

Among the articles found in the house of the had just got into port. The trade in flesh was brisk. 
@hief, was a British uniform coat (scarlet) with a nny 3 general Floyd, of Georgia, ‘us, in ie 
pair of gold epaulets; and a certificate signed by a| 20°¢ 0F 4 requisition, at the instance of the United 
British captain of marines, “Robert White, in the | States authorities, issued orders for the draft of 
absence of colonel Nichols,” stating that the chief| 270 men from that part of his command most con- 
*had always been a true and faithful friend to the | #U0US to St. Mary’s; in which vicinity it 1s sup- 
British.” posed they are to be employed. 

The reports of friendly Indians coneur in esti- 
mating;the number of hostile Iadians, including the 
Red Sticks” and Seminoles, at more than two : . 
thousand—independent of the blacks at and near; “ousiana, and recently appointed a senator of U. S. 
Suwanney, within 120 miles of this place, amount- ————————— 
ing to near four hundred men, and increasing by| (—pThe snail pace ofa weekly paper illy comports. 
the addition of every runaway from Georgia able} with our desires to furnish our readers with early 
to get to them. ‘The friendly Indians inform me,| accounts of the proceedings of the national and 
that the hostile party and blacks have been promised | state legislatures, &c. nor will our sixteen well fill- 
a British force to assist them, from New-Providence.| ed pages, at the present period, do much to relieve 
This promise, though made by Nichols and Wood-|our files of the continually accumulating docu- 
bine, is nevertheless relied on by these deluded | ments, &c. that press upon them; and we have also 
wretches, who I have no doubt, will sue for peace} much matter in manuscript that we wish to dispose 
as soon as they find their hopes of British aid to be}of. All that we can do is to make the best selec- 
without foundation. tions, and work through the whole as fast as we 

{ have called the militia from Fort Hawkins to| can, taking care that nothing important is lost. 
this place, and have directed colonel Brearly to} We havea considerable mass of foreign articles 
confer with your excellency upon the subject of an| prepared. They do not contain any thing of im- 
additional battalion for the protection of the frontier} portance, but shall be inserted to keep up the chain 





Gopy of a letter from major general Gaines to the go-| 














Died on the 23d ult. of a liver complaint at New- 
Orleans, W. C. C. Claiborne, esq: late governor of 








from Oakmulgee to St. Mary’s. . | of intelligence... 





